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Parents, 

 

Just before ended the end of today’s rehearsal, we announced to the wind section what students earned 

a Varsity spot and what students earned a JV spot in our UIL Contest Show.  I know there are some 

students who are disappointed with their placement so I wanted to give each of you a bit of insight as 

to how we made our decision. 

 

The criteria for Varsity placement are as follows: 

 

1. The May audition – we want the best band representing us on the field musically so the players 

that placed towards the top of their section, have priority for the Varsity spots. 

2. Their attendance at rehearsals – attendance plays a significant role in this process.  We looked at 

which students showed the most commitment to being here and giving 110% effort in all 

rehearsals.  Those that had the least amount of absences, going back to the beginning of previous 

school year, earned a Varsity spot. 

3. The physical demand – most students were successful at executing our marching style in a way 

that matches those around them, however, a few students struggled.  Those that struggled with 

moving their feet in time with the metronome, keeping their upper body still and steady while they 

marched, and eliminated all bumps in the sound of their notes while playing, earned a Varsity spot. 

4. Total number of Varsity spots – our enrollment at the start of summer changes due to students 

moving or deciding that band is no longer a passion of theirs.  Because our numbers fluctuate so 

much, we purposefully write a fewer number of Varsity spots than members who are available.  

This prevents us from having holes in our show and no one to fill them. 

5. Seniority – seniority is as equally important as attendance when we are assigning spots.  Our 

upperclassmen know the level of commitment it takes to be successful in the marching band and 

exactly how rigorous of a season we have ahead of us.  For that reason, a spot will go to the 

student that has already proven they can be the model band student we are looking for. 

 

Please know that this placement is a snapshot of the band right now.  There may be some changes 

throughout the season, and there may not.  Either way, students will have the opportunity to perform at 

every football game, regardless of his or her Varsity/JV placement.  Please know that we will never 

exclude a student who attends every rehearsal, passes their classes and is a team player.  In short, if 

your child shows up, works hard, and passes their classes they will do just fine.  If you have questions 

and would like discuss things further, please let me know. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Brian Wilson 

Director of Bands 

Denton High School 
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